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ratio, under every head of account, including that
of national insurance. The worst enemies of any
administration would be those who allowed this
insurance to become inadequate. As a fact the
amount of the permanent annual increase cannot
yet be accurately determined, but it is pretty certain
it will not exceed three-quarters of a million.

It is the case, as Sir Charles Dilke lately stated
in Parliament, that nine divisions ready equipped
for over-sea expeditions now exist in India, but it
is not the case that the Indian army is of such
strength that these nine divisions could be sent out of
the country, and the Indian Empire, from an internal
point of view, be still adequately defended. Lord
Kitchener, it is true, said that a sufficient force
could and would be left to maintain public security,
by which presumably he meant little more than that
the Empire could be policed during the absence of
the main army.

Lord Kitchener is entitled to great credit for
the improvements he effected in the transport
system, and when this all important subject is
under consideration the previous services in this
behalf of General Sir Edwin Collen should not be
overlooked.

It becomes more and more apparent that, if
Great Britain is to maintain her present place of
pride in the world, a striking force, capable of
leaving India for parts of the Empire situated